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remarkable fabrics are as pure, clear and bright as
on the day they were first woven.
In patterns and designs these ancient textiles vary
endlessly. Usually they are of a more or less geome-
trical type with human and animal figures, flowers
and other forms represented in a rather "cubist"
manner; but magnificent, graceful, curved and in-
volved patterns and scrolls are not unusual. A
peculiar feature of a great majority of the pre-Incan
textiles is the predominance of the "six-unit" type of
design. In these every sixth figure in the pattern is
a repetition, the key-design consisting of certain dis-
tinct forms which are thus repeated over and over
again, number one becoming number six, number two
number seven, and so on. But as the coloring may
vary to almost any extent in every figure, and may
never be repeated, the design appears to be endlessly
varied until it is carefully analyzed.
Some of the finest specimens of these textiles have
been obtained from the Island of the Sun in Lake
Titicaca, where they were found enclosed in a re-
markable stone chest cut from a single block of rock,
Here, where Incan tradition says that Manco-Kapac
and Mama-Ocllo first appeared, there are remains of
two distinct cultures. One of these is a primitive
inferior type known as the Chulipa while the other
is a highly advanced Cuzco form. Hence there is
reason to think that the pre-Incan civilization actual-
ly had its beginning in this district, and that there is
a groundwork of truth in the Incan legend, even if
the chronology is at fault.
Recent investigations indicate that this allegorical
myth of Manco-Kapac being the first Inca owed its